Update on the situation in Northern camps and IDPs

General information: 

Yesterday night, 24th May, the fight resumed between the Lebanese army and Fateh Al Islam in NBC. Thus, during the afternoon and night none of the Palestinian refugees in the camp went out of it. 

Palestinians, who left NBC during the last few days and fled to other camps, are not allowed by the Lebanese army to enter the camp again. 

Coordination meeting was held on 24th May, with participation of local and international NGOs and agencies working with Palestinian and Lebanese communities. The meeting was organized and facilitated by Welfare Association and UNICEF. A part of it was to exchange information on the situation, needs, implemented work and future plans. 

As for the information on Nahr El Bared camp and the needs, issues that were raised are as followings: 
a- Overcrowded lower flats/homes due to the flowing of people from bombard areas to safe ones, and due to the movement of people and families from upper flats to lower parts of homes. 

b- Problems due to the accumulation of garbage and the lack of workers and disinfectant. 

c- Lack of drinking and using water due to the destruction of the 7 water tanks, and the water network and system. 

d- Lack of medical supplies, equipments, and medicine. It is to be noted that UNRWA clinic became useless due to its location on the edge of the camp. In addition, there is only one doctor who stayed in Nahr El Bared Camp. 
e- Elder people above 60 years old who stayed in the camp and refused to leave the camp, although their families left it, and they are staying inside.  
f- Lack of support to families who stayed in the camp. According to UNRWA estimation the number of those is 10,000. 

As for the situation in Baddawi, the main issues raised were as followings:
a- Increasing number of the IDPs in Baddawi that reached to more than 18000 in UNRWA schools. The total number of persons who left the NBC is more than 25,000 persons. 

b- The overcrowded in the collective centers, especially in UNRWA schools caused many problems.

c- Lack of NFIs such as mattresses, blankets, underwear, women pads and diapers. 

d- Lack of medicine, especially for chronic disease, mental and psychological diseases. 

e- Lack of quick and simple meals.

f- Lack of food and NFIs for IDPs who hosted by other families or staying in separate homes. 

g- Lack of coordination and exchanging information. 

It is to be noted that hundreds of IDPs fled to Beirut camps (105 families in B.B., and 65 in Shatila, until yesterday evening, in 25th May). 

Fields of intervention and NGOs who have planes to intervene:
a- UNRWA: it cooperates with EC delegation, UNECIF and LRCS and they are ready to provide the followings for NB Baddawi camps, and IDPs: 

b- 2000 unites of bread and water.

c- Entering purified equipment for water and to re-pump the water to the camp. 

d- Cooperating with Lebanese ministry in order to re pump the water to the camp.

e- UNRWA gave the permit for all its schools to allow the IDPs students to attend the schools wherever they are. 

f- UNRWA tries to find three building in Tripoli to rent them so they can resume the scholastic year for students who should submit to the official exams. 

g- Searching for store in order to store the emergency aids in the area. 

1- UNICEF: closely works with UNRWA and the have 5 ready trucks to fix the water network and tanks. 

2- Al Moustackbal (Al Hareeri):  it provides hot meal to the IDPs in UNRWA schools since two days, although they are not covering the whole number of IDPs. 
3- Lebanon Aids: it’s ready to provide the IDPs in Baddawi with drinking water and baby diapers.
4- Lebanon support: its ready to update its website daily on the IDPs, NGOs and agencies working with them, the fields of intervention, and the needs. 
Najdeh’s action plan:

a- The priority will be given to the population in NBC, and thus, AN will cooperate with Lebanese arm, LRCS, UNRWA, and other international agencies who have access to enter the camp. AN staff in Bared will work on implementing the plan and distribute the food stuff and the hygiene kits.

b- The priority will be given also to the IDPs in other camps who lacking access for emergency aids, such as in Beirut camp.

c- AN will fill the gap in Baddawi camp, thus the type of the emergency aids that will distribute will depend on the needs, especially for women and children. 

d- AN will try to enhance the cooperation among local NGOs in Baddawi and other camps, thus exchanging information and filling the gaps.   

e- AN will cooperate with other six local NGOs in provide the quick and small meal for the IDPs in Baddawi and for one week. These NGOs are: NPA, PARD, VTTC, Khanafani Foundation, NAMSC, and Biet Atfal Al Somood. 
f- Giving priority to the advocacy work, in the country and abroad. By yesterday three international press/radios/and TV contacted AN and interviewed its director o n the situation. Some of those came via AN partners such as NOVIB, CARITAS, and others.  
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